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Introduced by Council Member R. Brown and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Newby and Morgan and amended on the floor of Council:
RESOLUTION 2017-656-A
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE COUNCIL’S POSITION ON LOCAL BILL J-1, TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE DUVAL COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION, WHICH WOULD require the jacksonville sheriff’s office to provide crossing guards at each school attended by students in some or all grades of kindergarten through grade 8, in duval county; COUNCIL FINDS THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF J-1 CAN BE ADDRESSED AT A LOCAL LEVEL THROUGH LEGISLATION AND THEREFORE NO STATE ACTION IS NECESSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that there is a myriad of factors and evaluations in considering whether school crossing guards are needed for each school attended by students in some or all grades of kindergarten through grade 8; and

WHEREAS, presently in Duval County, there has been established a interagency School Safety Committee which consists of City employees including the Traffic Engineer, members of the Jacksonville Sherriff’s Office and employees of the Duval County School Board including the operations supervisor and the risk manager; and

WHEREAS, the School Safety Committee reviews numerous factors in evaluating the hazardous walking conditions, including traffic conditions, the existence of students walking to school, traffic count, and the presence of crossing devices among many other factors; and

WHEREAS, Section 1006.23, Florida Statutes, outlines the factors to be considered in evaluating the hazardous walking conditions and remedies; and


WHEREAS, Florida House of Representative Rules 5.05 concerning local bills provides that “A committee or subcommittee may not report a local bill favorably if the substance of the local bill may be enacted into law by ordinance of local governing body without the legal need for a referendum.”; and


WHEREAS, the subject matter of Local Bill J-1 can be addressed on a local level; and 


WHEREAS, in response to the Rules Committee inquiry on the issue of local jurisdiction, the Office of General Counsel prepared a legal opinion which is attached hereto as Exhibit 2; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville: 

Section 1.

Council Position on Local Bill J-1. The City Council offers the following position on Local Bill J-1, to be considered by the Duval County Legislative Delegation, for the 2018 State legislative Session, said Local Bill J-1 would provide that within Duval County, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office must provide crossing guards for each school attended by students in some or all grades of kindergarten through grade 8. A true and correct copy of said Local Bill J-1 is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. The Council recognizes the Duval County School Safety Committee which has been established to review and evaluate the hazardous walking conditions and provide recommendations, pursuant to Section 1006.23(2), Florida Statutes. Additionally, Section 1006.23(6), Florida Statutes, allows for Interlocal Agreements to be entered into to “address and correct hazardous walking conditions.” Based on the foregoing, the Council finds that the subject matter of Local Bill J-1 can be addressed by the Jacksonville City Council, Duval County School Board and Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and other entities through Interlocal Agreements, and therefore no State action is necessary. 
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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